IMPORTANT DATES FOR SECOND GRADERS

· First Reconciliation - Wednesday, January 16 at 8:30 am

· One date to be announced to rehearse for First Eucharist.  Most likely 4:30 pm.

· First Eucharist - Sunday, April 27 at 8:45

· Second Eucharist - April 28 school liturgy at 8:30 

· May Crowning - Monday, May 5 at 7:00 pm.

DETAILS ABOUT FIRST RECONCILIATION
· Second graders report to school at the regular time dressed in the regular St. Thomas school uniform.  (It's a gym day, but they wear the regular uniform and bring sneakers to change into.  Girls can bring the gym pants and change after lunch.)

· Parents meet us in the church by 8:25.  No assigned seating, I recommend that each family takes their own pew.

· We'll begin with the children singing "Children of God" from their pews; parents are invited to join in.

· Father Berberian talks briefly to the children.  His theme is usually:  our candle of baptism grows dimmer when we sin - confession makes the candle grow brighter again.    He uses candles as props and does a demonstration.   He will remind them of the procedure for the morning.

Procedure:
· When it's time to begin I'll direct the children starting with the front pew.  Usually Father Berberian and Father Daley each take one side of the altar.  I'll ask your child which priest they prefer and direct accordingly.

· One parent accompanies your child onto the altar, introduces your child to the priest and returns to the pew.

· How to begin always seems to be hard!  We practice, practice, practice.  
· Your child greets the priest:  good morning, hello …

· The priest welcomes your child

· Your child:  Bless me Father for I have sinned.  This is my First  Reconciliation.  These are my sins …
· The priest gives a penance:  a prayer or an act of goodness

· Child says the Act of Contrition.  We practice this prayer in school once we begin talking about Reconciliation.  The priest will have a copy of the prayer if your child gets nervous or wants to read it.

· The priest puts his hand on/over your child's head and says a prayer in the name of the church.  Then asks God to forgive your child's sins.  The priest gives absolution, which is forgiveness from God. 

· Your child is dismissed.  "Go in Peace."  Your child answers "Amen."  They could say "Thank you."

· Last year Father told them to bless themselves at the baptismal font and then leave the altar and return to their pews.

· In the pew they should kneel and pray and then remain sitting in the pew peacefully waiting for others to finish. 
· We'll end by singing "Children of God" again.

· Parents are invited to come with children across to the cafeteria for a brief reception.

· Children will be back in the classroom to complete the day of learning by 9:45 am.
DETAILS ABOUT FIRST EUCHARIST
· This year St. Thomas the Apostle Church will welcome children who wish to celebrate First Eucharist at a total of 5 parish liturgies the weekends of April 27 and May 4, 2008.  It is estimated that 32 - 34 children will celebrate at each liturgy.

· On Sunday, April 27 all the students from Miss Miller's second grade who wish to celebrate First Eucharist at St. Thomas the Apostle will gather for the 8:45 liturgy.  They will be joined by part of one other parish second grade class also celebrating First Eucharist.  

· Children will read the introduction, First and Second Readings, and Prayer of the Faithful.  All songs are practiced both with Mrs. Barrows on Mondays and in the classroom with Miss Miller.
Here's what the morning will be like:

· Parents and child should arrive by 8:30 for the 8:45 liturgy.  (Keep in mind that St. Thomas has a 7:30 liturgy and you'll need to wait for that to end prior to entering the church.)

· Each child is assigned their own pew to share with their families.  A banner made at home will hang from the end of the pew.  Directions and details for the banner will be given at a later time.  Last year families sent them to school a week or so early; I hung them from our classroom wires and the school community was able to enjoy them.  I hung them on the pews for the class.

· At about 8:40 I will ask children to join me outside on the sidewalk and we will line up to process in ahead of Father Berberian.  Adults will stay in the pews.  The children who read the greeting will do so and then join us on the sidewalk.

· Children process in to the gathering hymn:  "Come to the Table of Love."

· They stop at their pew.  Enter. Stand on the end. Remain standing until appropriate.

· Opening Prayer.  Hymn of Praise.  

· Liturgy of the Word:  

· First Reading:  by children    Sunday April 27ths readings – Children’s version
· Responsorial Psalm

· Second Reading:  by children

· Proclamation of the Gospel       

· Homily                                   

· Profession of Faith

· Prayer of the Faithful:  Read by children
· Liturgy of the Eucharist

· Preparation of Gifts and Altar     Children will bring up the gifts.
· Prayer over the Gifts

· Eucharist Prayer.   Children are invited by Father to join him on the altar.  Miss Miller and Mr. Kane will go with them!
· Communion Rite:  Lord's Prayer.  Exchange of Peace.  Children now return to their pews to exchange peace with family and friends.  Breaking of Bread and Litany of the Lamb of God.
· Communion Song:  Like a Shepherd 

Special Communion Procedures

· Father will announce the procedures before we start distributing communion.  Beginning with the front pews children will receive communion one at a time.  I will direct children when to start.  We'll alternate left, right, left, right.  When it is your child's turn:  the child and no more than two adults leave your pew and go forward.  The child receives the Body.  The adults with him receive the Body if they wish.  While adults are receiving, the child can turn to receive the Blood. (Only if you so choose.)  Adults may receive the Blood.  All return to the pew.
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· After all first communicants have finished the rest of the congregation will receive the normal St. Thomas way.  Beginning in the back of the church and forward.  The rest of your family and friends in your pew are asked to go out the opposite end from where your child is sitting so they are not climbing over you and your child.

· Communion Anthem:  His Banner Over Us Is Love                                        All children will stand in front of the congregation and sing this song.

· Prayer after Communion

· Closing Hymn:  Sing A Song of Joy 


Tune:  Hymn to Joy - rewritten for children.

· Children process over to the school cafeteria led by Miss Miller.  Parents and families meet us there.

Other Questions:

· What about photographs?  Because of the sacredness of the celebration no personal photographs are permitted during Liturgy.  The parish will help parents make arrangements for one photographer to photograph all of the children. When I have details, they will be shared with you.  Immediately following the Mass we will have a reception at the school. There will be an opportunity to take pictures with the priests and family members at this reception or in the church immediately following the Mass.   Last year's photographer took photographs of each part of the Liturgy including children receiving.  I will request that the photographer take a group photo in the cafeteria while we are waiting for families.  Last year we also had a group photo taken of just Miss Miller's children in front of the statue of Mary.
· Does my child receive a certificate?  Yes. Your child's certificate will be waiting in the pew for them.

· Do we observe a Eucharist Fast?  Yes.  Under ordinary circumstances we observe a one-hour fast before Communion.

· What should my child wear? Parents are invited to select the clothing they wish their child to wear on that day. Girls should wear a dress. Boys should wear dress pants, shirt and tie, no sneakers, jackets are optional.  Please do not feel you must go to great expense to outfit your child. We hope the day will be a very special one for your family.  Don't make the clothing more important than the occasion. Girls' dresses do not have to be white. We recommend that you buy an outfit the child can wear again. If your daughter wears gloves, please her have remove them before receiving Communion. A veil is a matter of choice, it is not necessary. (St. Thomas PTO will be arranging a collection of communion clothes for those who need them.)
DETAILS ABOUT SECOND EUCHARIST
· Second graders will lead the school mass the Monday after First Eucharist.
· Families and friends are welcome to come.  Second graders will be sitting up front with their class. 
· Children wear their regular school uniform and come to school at the regular time.

·  Children will do all the readings and bring up the gifts.  I will choose children who did not read or bring up the gifts on Sunday.  Mrs. Barrows will choose the music, probably mostly from Sunday.  Children will be able to sing "His Banner Over Us is Love" for the school 
· We will return to school after the liturgy for our regular day of learning.

DETAILS ABOUT MAY CROWNING

· Second graders and eighth graders will take turns reciting a decade of the Rosary.  All second graders, regardless of where they celebrate their First Eucharist are invited.
· Children are invited to wear First Communion clothing.  Parents may take photos after the May Crowning.
